
Canberra Times (ACT : 1926 - 1995), Thursday 1 March 1979, page 13

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article110932335

Filmof NZ

UFO 'probably

of Venus'

WELLINGTON,Wednesday (AAP-Reu-
ter).— The

unidentifiedflyingobjectfilmshot
by New Zealand'sTelevisionOne was almost
certainly Venus,the Departmentof Scientific

and
IndustrialResearchsaid in

Wellington
to

day.

The
department,

whichgave its verdictafter
makinga

computer analysis
to cleanup the

pictures

saidthe filmwas out of focusand madethe object

lookabout10 timesbiggerthanit reallywas.

The objectwas filmedby a
Television

One crew
fromthe

Clarence RiverValley,in the SouthIsland,

earlyon the
morning

of
January

3, and shownon the
channel's news programthat night.

The film was sold to overseastelevision.

The
department stoppedjustshortof sayingthat

the objectwas
definitelyVenus.

It did say the film,after analysis, showed thatthe
objecthad beenaboutthe samesizeand

intensity

as
Venuswas thatday,and it

followed
the samepath

acrossthe sky.

The directorof the
department's physicsand

engineering laboratory,

Mr M. A. Collins, and scien-

tist Dr M. J.
McDonnell

said therewere two main
factors distorting

the film.
Firstly,the special long-range

lensusedon the
camerahad beenout of focus,as the crewwas not
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familiarwith it.
Secondly, inversion layersin the

atmosphere
over

the
Canterburycoastthat nightblurredimagesand

couldhavecausedthe heavenlybodiesto appearto
move.

A third,but less
important,

causeof
blurring

was
a

sphericalaberration

in the lens.

Dr McDonnell appliedhighly
sophisticated

com-
puter analysis techniques

to the filmto correctthese
aberrations

and
graininess

and
developingerrorsin the

film.

In thisprocess
the imageshrunkto abouta tenth

of its
original size.

The new imagewas so smallthatthe
scientists

couldnotbe sureof the shapeof the object filmed.


